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    *   *   *  
 

A search of France’s Philately Shop unearthed 

the following new arrival: 
 
FRANCE  1v 
 
Issue date 
23 June 2022 
 
 
 

 

“Green Letter” stamp issued with the theme 

“United in Ukraine”. Green Letter is a new fea-

ture of French stamps, described as follows: 
 

Green letter stamps allow you to frank your 

shipments to France in green letter. The deliv-

ery of your mail is processed within 48 

hours. Affirm your civic commitment by choos-

ing the Green Letter stamp, which is more en-

vironmentally friendly, more economical and 

allows mail to be delivered within 48 

hours. Your mail will not be transported by air 

(excluding Overseas and Corsica links). 
 

    *   *   * 
 

We’ll stay on the lookout for stamps in support 

of Ukraine. Meanwhile avoid scams and rip-

offs. See the article “Illegal Stamps” in this 

issue.. 

New Issues 

SPAIN  1v 
 
Issue date 
30 May 2022 
 

Since 24 February 

2022, Ukraine has 

been living a con-

stant nightmare 

since Russia started a senseless war. Until 

then, Ukraine, the second largest country in 

Europe after, precisely, the Russian Federa-

tion, had maintained a common past with it. 
 

The current reality is that the conflict has tak-

en the lives of numerous civilians, as well as 

the displacement of millions of Ukrainians 

who have fled their homes, leaving behind 

their past and also many of their relatives, 

which is good because they have had to remain 

on the front lines, or else, because due to age 

or physical condition, they have not been able 

to leave the country and continue to resist un-

der the bombs. 
 

Spain, like most countries in the world, has 

shown one of its greatest virtues from the out-

set: solidarity. Anonymous people, as well as 

public organizations and institutions, 

launched a multitude of mechanisms to bring 

aid to Ukraine, as well as to collaborate in the 

transfer of refugees. 
 

Private cars, buses and endless solidarity car-

avans left our country loaded with basic goods 

and food to take to the Ukrainian bor-

der. Coming back, those vehicles did not travel 

empty; they came loaded with sad eyes that 

had lived through the horror of a war. Many 

Spanish homes have welcomed Ukrainian 

families, given them work and shelter, and 

above all, security and affection. 
 

—- Continued in next column 

Since the last issue of Europa News, there 

have been at least two stamp issues that are 

not of questionable pedigree and deserves spe-

cial  mention: Spain. Here is an extensive 

write-up, glommed from the Correos Filatelia 

site: 

— continued from previous column 
 

The blue and yellow that also stars in this 

stamp has filled the balconies and streets of 

our country, in support of a country that is 

suffering from a war, which, like all wars, 

makes no sense. 

The conflict continues, the bombs and missiles 

do not stop, but the rest of the world embraces 

the Ukrainian people and Spain continues to 

show every day that it is a country of solidari-

ty and that, from the anonymous citizen to the 

high institutions of the country, they will not 

stop side to those who are living this barba-

rism. 

—from Correos Filatelia 
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New Issues 

PORTUGAL   1v + ss 
 
Issue date 9 May 2022 
 
The Miracle of 
Our Lady of Nazaré   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the last moment however, his horse stood 

on its hind legs, which have been engraved 

there ever since. The image of the prey, 

which would ultimately turn out to be the dev-

il, had vanished. Dom Fuas Roupinho was res-

cued through the instant intervening salvation 

of Our Lady of Nazaré to whom he had prayed. 

The image of the saint was hidden a little fur-

ther down, in a small grotto located on the 

headland. Relieved by such a provident inter-

vention, the knight dismounted, descended 

into the sacred hollow, fell to his knees and 

prayed in gratitude. Shortly afterwards he or-

dered the construction of a small church at the 

top of the cliff, the Chapel of the Memory 

(Ermida da Memória), where he placed this 

image.       
 

       *     *     * 

Backstory: The relic was already very old at 

the time. It was said to have been made by 

Saint Joseph, in the original village of Naza-

reth. A few centuries later, it would have been 

transferred to the Iberian Peninsula, to a mon-

astery near Mérida. There it remained until 

the Arab invasion of 711. Trying to protect it, 

the Gothic King Rodrigo and the monk Frei 

Romano decided to take her with them toward 

the Atlantic coast. The grotto at the top of the 

cliff was the chosen location. And there it 

stayed until the miracle that saved Roupinho. 
 

       *     *     * 
 

After remaining in the evocative chapel that 

he had erected in 1182, in 1377 the image was 

moved to a new sanctuary that King Fernando 

I had decided to build and which would be re-

built in the 17th century. It is there that, even 

today, the image of Our Lady is venerated. 

And it is from there that worship of Our Lady 

of Nazaré spread throughout the destinations 

of the Portuguese maritime explorers, thanks 

to her popularity among the peoples of the sea. 
 

—- Europa Blogspot  

And now back to the theme for 2022. As editor, 

I must confess that I struggled with this one. 

For what it’s worth, I’m apparently not alone. 

The Blogspot has tried to provide the story 

where Wikipedia either gets too dense, or fails 

to yield any info at all. 
 

Anyone who has better info on any of these 

stamps is urged to send it in. Thanks! 
 

And so, off we go …. 

It was 14 September 1182, The Captain-

General of the Porto de Mós castle Dom Fuas 

Roupinho, was hunting, when he sighted what 

appeared to be a deer. Excited, he launched 

into fiery pursuit. So invested was he in the 

task that he only realized that he was on top 

of a cliff when the fall seemed inevitable.  
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      Like many others in Povoação, Pero Botelho 

used to cook wicker and corn in boiling water 

boilers, the remains of volcanoes at the bottom of 

the parish.  This foul-smelling mud was claimed 

to have medicinal properties, especially for rheu-

matism. 
 

     One day Pero fell in. He started screaming 

“Help me” but his cries were drowned out by the 

volcano, and because he was an ill-tempered 

man, people would not be motivated to rescue 

him. It was said that if one were to call out to 

him, they would be greeted with a rush of sulfu-

rous gas and stones. 
 

     And so the legend grew that if one were to call 

out “Give us a sneeze, Pero,” they would be 

scared of what might come back up. From then 

on, the residents of Povoação began to call the 

smoking orifice Pêro Botelho’s Caldera,  

New Issues 

AZORES   1v + ss 
 
Issue date 9 May 2022 
 
 
Legend of Machin  
 
 

 
 
MADEIRA   1v + ss 
 
Issue date 9 May 2022 
 
The Legend of Pêro 
Botelho’s Caldera  

      According to legend, a young Englishman 

named Robert Machin, his beloved Anne of Arfet 

and some companions, were the first to land on 

Madeira, in 1377.  Anne’s relatives considered 

her only within the reach of a suitor from the no-

bility, which Robert was not. On the eve of 

Anne’s arranged marriage, she eloped with Rob-

ert and escaped to France. Bad move, as France 

was at odds with Britain at what was to become 

the 100 Years War. 
 

     After surviving bad storms while at sea, the 

crew disembarked on a lush island where a large 

tree gave them shelter. When bad weather re-

turned, however, they found that the boat had 

not weathered the storm, and neither had Anne. 

Robert buried her next to the leafy tree where 

they had taken shelter, and erected a wooden 

cross to mark the spot. A week later, broken with 

grief, he too perished, being buried next to his 

beloved. 
 

One crew member ultimately survived to recount 

the story. 
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The Back Page 
The article below appeared in Mekeel’s & Stamps Magazine, 14 years ago. Still pertinent today! 
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OK, do you like it so far? 
Join up! 

Click here to return to page 1 

http://www.europastudyunit.org/

